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The Synthetic Turf Council provides the community with honest responses to their most 

frequently asked questions. Just click on a question and the answer will drop-down below it. We 

have compiled answers within the following topical categories:

• Synthetic Turf – General

• Health & Environmental Impact

• Player Usage & Injuries

• Cost, Installation, Maintenance and Disposal

SYNTHETIC TURF – GENERAL

Q: What is synthetic turf? 

Q: How is synthetic turf made? 

Q: How is the new generation of synthetic turf different from that of 

the past? 

Q: Why has synthetic turf become so popular over the past few years? 

Q: How popular is synthetic grass for landscape and recreation use? 
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Q: How is synthetic turf being used in the landscape and recreation 

market? 

Q: What are the different types of infill materials? 

HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Q: How does synthetic turf impact the environment?

Q: Is synthetic turf safe?

Q: Should I be concerned about lead in my field?

Q: Is crumb rubber safe?

Q: What impact does heat have on my synthetic turf field?

Q: Are athletes playing on a synthetic turf more susceptible to 

MRSA/staph infections?

MRSA and other staph infections strike due to poor hygiene, regardless of type of playing 

surface. That’s because it is spread by people in close contact with each other, like athletic 

team members, healthcare providers and patients, children in day care centers, military 
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recruits, firefighters, and many other groups. Recent studies are in agreement. A 

California EPA report dated July 2009 stated "it is unlikely that the new generation of 

artificial turf is itself a source of MRSA.”

A Penn State University study released in January 2009 found there was no difference in 

survival rates of staph on natural grass and synthetic turf surfaces. In addition, it stated 

that synthetic turf is not a hospitable environment for microbial activity such as staph. 

The issue goes beyond abrasions, since athletes can get cuts on any playing field – from 

the most well-manicured or dirt-compacted natural grass to state-of-the-art synthetic 

turf fields that are regularly irrigated and cleaned.

Q: How can I learn more about scientific studies on the health and 

environmental safety of synthetic turf?

PLAYER USAGE & INJURIES

Q: What impact does synthetic turf have on playing time?

Q: How does synthetic turf compare to natural grass on player injury 

rates?

COST, INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & DISPOSAL

Q: What are the advantages of contracting with an STC member 

company?

Q: How long can a synthetic turf field be used?
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Q: How does the cost of a synthetic turf field compare to a natural 

turf field?

Q: Are all synthetic turf products the same?

Q: Can synthetic turf hold up under heavy use?

Q: Does synthetic turf fade?

Q: Who should I consult for the installation of a synthetic turf sports 

field?

Q: Is maintenance of synthetic turf required?

Q: How will I know when my multi-purpose synthetic turf sports field 

is approaching the end of its useful life?

Q: What options are there for disposing of synthetic turf once it has 

reached the end of its useful life other than putting it in a landfill?
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Q: Where do I turn for technical guidance?
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